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TEXT:  LUKE  8:5-18  ktv 


A  sower  went  out  to  sow  his  seed: 
and  as  he  sowed,  some  fell  by  the 
way  side;  and  it  was  trodden  clown, 
and  the  fowls  of  the  air  devoured  it. 

(6)  And  some  fell  upon  a  rock;  and  as 
soon  as  it  was  sprung  up,  it  withered 
away,  because  it  lacked  moisture. 

(7)  And  some  fell  among  thorns;  and 
the  thorns  sprang  up  with  it,  and 
choked  it.  (8)  And  other  fell  on  good 
around,  and  sprang  up,  and  bare 
fruit  an  hundredfold.  And  when  he 
had  said  these  things,  he  cried,  He 
that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear. 

(9)  And  his  disciples  asked  him, 
saying,  What  might  this  parable  be? 

(10)  And  he  said,  Unto  you  it  is  given 
to  know  the  mysteries  of  the 
kingdom  of  God:  out  to  others  in 
parables;  that  seeing  they  might  not 
see,  and  hearing  they  might  not 
understand.  (1 1)  Now  the  parable  is 
this:  The  seed  is  the  word  of  God. 
(12)  Those  by  the  way  side  are  they 
that  hear;  then  cometn  the  devil,  and 
taketh  away  the  word  out  of  their 
hearts,  lest  they  should  believe  and 
be  saved.  (13)  They  on  the  rock  are 


they,  which,  when  they  hear,  receive 
the  word  with  joy;  and  these  have  no 
root,  which  for  a  while  believe,  and 
in  time  of  temptation  fall  away. 
(14)  And  that  which  fell  among 
thorns  are  they,  which,  when  they 
have  heard,  go  forth,  and  are  choked 
with  cares  and  riches  and  pleasures 
of  lis  life,  and  bring  no  fruit  to 
perfection.  (1 5)  But  that  on  the  good 
ground  are  they,  which  in  an  honest 
and  good  heart,  having  heard  the 
word,  keep  it,  and  bring  forth  fruit 
with  patience.  (16)  No  man,  when  he 
hath  lighted  a  candle,  covereth  it 
with  a  vessel,  or  putteth  it  under  a 
bed;  but  setteth  it  on  a  candlestick, 
that  they  which  enter  in  may  see  the 
light.  (17)  For  nothing  is  secret,  that 
shall  not  be  made  manifest;  neither 
hid,  that  shall  not  be 
known  and  come  abroad.  (18)  Take 
heed  therefore  how  ye  hear:  for 
whosoever  hath,  to  him  shall  be 
given;  and  whosoever  hath  not,  from 
him  shall  be  taken  even  that  which 
he  seemeth  to  have. 


INTRO:  ^Apostasy  ^falling Away 


Falling  Away  from  what?????    How  Can  that  happen??? 


First  of  all  there  will  be  the  falling  away,  or  the  apostasy.  What  does  this 
mean?  We  can  only  surmise  that  it  refers  to  a  wholesale  abandonment  of 
Christianity,  a  positive  rejection  of  the  Christian  faith,  b**^^*™*^- 

The  Apostasy  Of  The  Professing  Church 


-2Thessalonians2:3 


2  Thessalonians  2:1-3  AMP 

BUT  RELATIVE  to  the  coming  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  (the  Messiah)  and 
our  gathering  together  to  [r  t] 
Him,  we  beg  you,  brethren,  (2)  Not 
to  allow  your  minds  to  be  quickly 
unsettled  or  disturbed  or  kept 
excited  or  alarmed,  whether  it  be  by 
some  [pret  d]  revelation  of  [tl  ] 
Spirit  or  by  word  or  by  letter  [a 
to  be]  from  us,  to  the  effect  that  the 


day  of  the  Lord  has  [already]  arrived 
and  is  here.  (3)  Let  no  one  deceive  or 
beguile  you  in  any  way,  for  that  day 
will  not  come  except  the  apostasy 
comes  first  [unless  the  predicted 
great  falling  away  of  those  who  have 
professed  to  be  Christians  has 
e],  and  the  man  of  lawlessness 
(sin)  is  revealed,  who  is  the  son  of 
doom  (of  perdition), 


I.  The  Parable  of  the  Seed 


(11)  Now  the  parable  is  this:  The  seed  is  the  word  of  God. 

Wayside 

(1 2)  Those  by  the  way  side  are  they  that  hear;  then  cometh  the  devil,  and  taketh 
away  the  word  out  of  their  hearts,  lest  they  should  believe  and  be  saved. 

Rock 

(1 3)  They  on  the  rock  are  they,  which,  when  they  hear,  receive  the  word  with  joy; 
and  these  have  no  root,  which  for  a  while  believe,  and  in  time  of  temptation  fall 
away. 

Thorns 

(14)  And  that  which  fell  among  thorns  are  they,  which,  when  they  have  heard, 
o  forth,  and  are  choked  with  cares  and  riches  and  pleasures  of  this  life,  and 


ring  no  fruit  to  perfection. 

Good  Ground 

(1 5)  But  that  on  the  good  ground  are  they,  which  in  an  honest  and  good  heart, 
having  heard  the  word,  keep    and  bring  forth  fruit  with  patience. 


/  believe  that  in  most  of  the  churches  today  you  will  find  more  "non-believers 
than  "true-believers" 


II.  Iude  Sets  Examples  of  Apostasy 


Jude  1:5-7 KJV 

I  will  therefore  put  you  in 
remembrance,  though  ye  once  knew 
this,  how  that  the  Lord,  having  saved 
the  people  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
afterward  destroyed  them  that 
believed  not  (6)  And  the  angels 
which  kept  not  their  first  estate,  but 
left  their  own  habitation,  he  hath 
reserved    in     everlasting    chains 

1)  The  Children  of  Israel    2)  The  "Fallen"  Angels    3)  Sodom  and  Gomorrha 

National  Israel  -  NOT  -  Spiritual  Israel 


under  darkness  unto  the  judgment 
of  the  great  day.  (7)  Even  as  Sodom 
and  Gomorrha,  and  the  cities  about 
them  in  like  manner,  giving 
themselves  over  to  fornication,  and 
going  after  strange  flesh,  are  set 
forth  for  an  example,  suffering  the 
venaeance  of  eternal  fire. 


III.  ^Apostasy  of  Children  of  Israel 


Exodus  32:1 9-30  KJV 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  he 
came  nigh  unto  the  camp,  that  he 
saw  the  calf,  and  the  dancing:  and 
Moses'  anger  waxed  hot,  and  he  cast 
the  tables  out  of  his  hands,  and 
brake  them  beneath  the  mount. 
(20)  And  he  took  the  calf  which  they 
had  made,  and  burnt  in  the  fire, 
and    ground         to    powder,    and 


strawed  t  upon  the  water,  and  made 
the  children  of  Israel  drink 
(21)  And  Moses  said  unto  Aaron, 
What  did  this  people  unto  thee,  that 
thou  hast  brought  so  great  a  sin 
upon  them?  (22)  And  Aaron  said,  Let 
not  the  anger  of  my  lord  wax  hot: 
thou  knowest  the  people,  that  they 
on  mischief.  (23)  For  they  said 


unto  me,  Make  us  gods,  which  shall 
go  before  us:  for  as  for  this  Moses, 
the  man  that  brought  us  up  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt,  we  wot  not  what  is 
become  of  him.  (24)  And  I  said  unto 
them,  Whosoever  hath  any  gold,  let 
them  break  it  off.  So  they  gave  t  me: 
then  I  cast  it  into  the  fire,  and  there 
came  out  this  calf.  (25)  And  when 
Moses  saw  that  the  people 
naked;  (for  Aaron  had  made  them 
naked  unto  shame  among  their 
enemies:)  (26)  Then  Moses  stood  in 
the  gate  of  the  camp,  and  said,  Who 


is  on  the  LORD'S  side?  let  him  come 
unto  me.  And  all  the  sons  of  Levi 
gathered  themselves  together  unto 
him.  (27)  And  he  said  unto  them, 
Thus  saith  the  LORD  God  of  Israel, 
Put  every  man  his  sword  by  his  side, 
and  go  in  and  out  from  gate  to  gate 
throughout  the  camp,  and  slay  every 
man  his  brother,  and  every  man  his 
companion,  and  every  man  his 
neighbour.  (28)  And  the  children  of 
Levi  did  according  to  the  word  of 
Moses:  and  there  fell  of  the  people 
that  day  about  three  thousand  men. 


National  Israel  -  NOT -Spiritual  Israel 


Numbers  1 3:25-33  KJV 

And  they  returned  from  searching  of 
the  land  after  forty  days. 

(27)  And  they  told  him,  and  said,  We 
came  unto  the  land  whither  thou 
sentest  us,  and  surely  it  floweth  with 
milk  and  honey;  and  this  ;  the  fruit 
of  it.  (28)  Nevertheless  the  people 
strong  that  dwell  in  the  land,  and  the 
cities  are  walled,  and  very  great:  and 
moreover  we  saw  the  children  of 
Anak  there.  (29)  The  Amalekites 
dwell  in  the  land  of  the  south:  and 
the  Hittites,  and  the  Jebusites,  and 
the  Amorites,  dwell  in  the 
mountains:  and  the  Canaanites 
dwell  by  the  sea,  and  by  the  coast  of 
Jordan.  (30)  And  Caleb  stilled  the 
people  before  Moses,  and  said.  Let 


us  go  up  at  once,  and  possess  it;  for 
we  are  well  able  to  overcome  it 

51)  But  the  men  that  went  up  with 
him  said,  We  be  not  able  to  go  up 
against  the  people;  for  they 
stronger  than  we.  (32)  And  they 
brought  up  an  evil  report  of  the 
land  which  they  had  searched  unto 
the  children  of  Israel,  saying,  The 
land,  through  which  we  have  gone 
to  search  it,  a  land  that  eateth  up 
the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  all  the 
people  that  we  saw  in  it  ai  men  of  a 
great  stature.  (33)  And  there  we  saw 
the  giants,  the  sons  of  Anak,  wh 

of  the  giants:  and  we  were  in 
our  own  sight  as  grasshoppers,  and 
so  we  were  in  their  sight. 


Numbers  1 4:2-4  KJV 

And  all  the  children  of  Israel 
murmured  against  Moses  and 
against  Aaron:  and  the  whole 
congregation  said  unto  them, 
Would  God  that  we  had  died  in  the 
land  of  Egypt!  or  would  God  we  had 
died  in  this  wilderness!  (3)  And 
wherefore  hath  the  LORD  brought 

Numbers  14:26-31  KJV 

And  the  LORD  spake  unto  Moses 
and  unto  Aaron,  saying,  (27)  How 
long    shall  this    evil 

congregation,  which  murmur 
against  me?  I  have  heard  the 
murmurings  of  the  children  of  Israel, 
which   they   murmur   against   me. 

(28)  Say  unto  them,  I  live, 
saith  the  LORD,  as  ye  have  spoken 
in  mine  ears,  so  will  I  do  to  you: 

(29)  Your  carcases  shall  fall  in  this 
wilderness;  and  all  that  were 
numbered  of  you,  according  to  your 


us  unto  this  land,  to  fall  by  the 
sword,  that  our  wives  and  our 
children  should  be  a  prey?  were  it 
not  better  for  us  to  return  into 
Egypt?  (4)  And  they  said  one  to 
another,  Let  us  make  a  captain,  and 
let  us  return  into  Egypt. 


whole  number,  from  twenty 
years  old  and  upward,  which 
have  murmured  against  me, 
(30)  Doubtless  ye  shall  not  come  into 
the  land,  which  I  sware 

to  make  you  dwell  therein,  save 
Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunneh,  and 
Joshua  the  son  of  Nun.  (31)  But  your 
little  ones,  which  ye  said  should  be  a 
prey,  them  will  I  bring  in,  and  they 
shall  know  the  land  which  ye  have 
despised. 


IV.  JOHN  WEIGHS  IN  ON  ^APOSTASY 


1  John  2:1 8-1 9  KJV 

Little  children,  it  is  the  last  time:  and 
as  ye  have  heard  that  antichrist  shall 
come,  even  now  are  there  many 
antichrists;  whereby  we  know  that  it 
is  the  last  time.  (19)  They  went  out 
from  us,  but  they  were  not  of  us:  for 


if  they  had  been  of  us,  they  would 
have  continued  with  us: 
but  they  went  out,  that  they  might 
be  made  manifest  that  they  were 
not  all  of  us 


IV.  Where  Does  That  Leave  Us 


Luke  8:1 5-1 8  KJV 

But  that  on  the  good  ground  are 
they,  which  in  an  honest  and  good 
heart,  having  heard  the  word,  keep 
it,  and  bring  forth  fruit  with  patience. 
(16)  No  man,  when  he  hath  lighted  a 
candle,  covereth  it  with  a  vessel,  or 
putteth  it  under  a  bed;  but  setteth  it 
on  a  candlestick,  that  they  which 
enter  in  may  see  the  light.  (17)  For 

The  Good  Ground 


nothing  is  secret,  that  shall  not  be 
made  manifest;  neither  any  thing 
hid,  that  shall  not  be  known  and 
come  abroad.  (18)  Take  heed 
therefore  how  ye  hear:  for 
whosoever  hath,  to  him  shall  be 
given;  and  whosoever  hath  not,  from 
him  shall  be  taken  even  that  which 
he  seemeth  to  have. 


Are  They,  Which  In  An  Honest  And  Good  Heart, 
Having  Heard  The  Word, 
Keep  It, 

And  Bring  Forth  Fruit 
With  Patience 


